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Imperial Valley 
Being Organized 


For the first time in history the 
farm workers in the Imperial Valley 
of California are being organized. 
Once the scene of bitter battles as 
farm workers sought to improve con- 
ditions prevailing on the huge factory 
type farms, the workers are now join- 
ing the National Farm pnoe Union 
‘A. F. of L. 

An organizing campaign spearhead 


by Vice Presidents, Hank Hasiwar | 


and Ernesto Galarza, has resulted in 
the establishment of four new locals 
since February 15. The local Unions 


- are composed of American citizens, of 


Mexican descent, Negroes and Anglos. 
They are all -united in opposition to 
the importation of Mexican Nationals 
by the big farmers whether under 
government contract or as Wetbacks. 


It is estimated that 9,000 nationals 


are working in the Imperial Valley, 
imported under government contract, 
and an additional 15,000 to 20,000 who 
are in the United. States illegally. 


American citizens are barred from | 


many jobs on farm. 7 
Evidence gathered by the labor 
‘movement shows that wetbacks are 


employed in 35 trades and service jobs 


aside from agriculture. 

In co-opération ‘with the California 
Federation of Labor, the Central La- 
bor Unions of El Centro and San 
Diego, and local unions in the various 
towns, the Farm Labor Union has 


‘assembled full information on the use 


of wetbacks and contract: labor from 
Mexico. The situation affecting Amer- 
ican citizens has been called to the 
attention of the President of the 
United States. The U. S.. Employ- 
ment Service, directly responsible for 
giving American jobs to Mexican 
nationals under contract, is beginning 
to feel the mounting pressure from 
Robert C. Good- 
win, Director of the U. S. Employ- 
ment Service, in a Jetter to President 
H. L. Mitchell states that the Califor- 
nia Employment Bureau has notified 


the Imperial Valley Growers Associa-* 
tion that no approval would be given 


fer contracting Mexican nationals 
until the Association employed 125 
American citizens known to be with- 
out work. | 

The first Local Union to be formed 
in the Jmperial Valley was at Braw- 
ley, where 146 members applied for 
a charter. The Brawley Farm Labor 
Union Local 274 was chartered Feb- 
ruary 15. Conrad Gloria was elected 
temporary Secretary-Treasurer. Per- 
manent officers have recently been 
elected and the report for the first 
month showed 257 members have paid 
initiation fees. On March $10, the 
El Centro Farm Labour Union Local 
‘Local 210 was chartered with 31 mem- 
bers. Rufus Scruggs was named tem- 
porary Secretary-Treasurer with the 


~ election of permanent officers to be 


held ‘this month. On March 13 the 
Calipatria Farm Labour Union Local 


50 Cents Per Year 


Union. 


money for the farm workers. 


Among the supporters of ’ the National Farm Labor Union’s organizing 
campaign is the International Brotherhood of Pulp Sulphite and Paper 
“Makers, whose President is Mr. John P. Burke. 
number of his larger locals to contribute $600 each to aid the Farm Labor 
The Philadelphia Pulp. Sulphite and Paper Makers Local 286 was 
among the first. to respond. These industrial workers put on a drive to raise 
The motion picture, “Poverty in the Valley 
of Plenty,’’ was shown and the members of the Local contributed not $600— 
but $1,163.30 and sent the check or this amount to the National Farm Labor 
Union last month. A check for $600 was also received from Local 399, Pulp 
Sulphite and Paper Makers Union, New York City. | 

Among the regular contributors to the Farm Labor Organizing fund are: 
tthe California Federation of Labor; the International Ladies Garment Work- 
ers Union; the Hotel Restaurant, and Bartenders Employees International 
Union; the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butchers Workmen’s Union of 
N. A.; and the International Brotherhood of Pulp Sulphite and Paper Makers. 


VERDICT 


The magistrate was deaf, but cer- 
tainly not deafer than the two men 
before him. 


The first man leaned forward. 


“Sir,” he exclaimed, “this man owes 
me a grocery bill amounting to $100 
and refuses to pay it.” 


The second man sprang up. 

“That’s a lie,” he cried indignantly. 
“My dog didn’t bite him.” 

There was a pause while the magis- 
trate reviewed the situation, then he 
announced the decision: 

“Gentlemen,” he said, “I fully ap- 
prectate your feelings, but I can see 
no reason why you should not combine 


|to' support your mother.” 


No. 281 was organized with 36 Char- 
ter members. Theodore Mata, was 
elected Secretary. Other officers are 
to be elected at the next meeting of 
the Local Union. On March 15, the 
Calexico-Heber Farm Labor Union 
Local 282 was chartered, with Hector. 
Burgos Secretary-Treasurer. Accord- 


‘ing to reports from: Vice Presidents 


Hasiwar and Galarza, not less than 
1,000 paid up members will be re- 
ported by these four local Unions on 
April 1. The establishment of these 
Local Unions located in the centers 
of farm labor activity will serve most 
all of the workers in the Imperial 


‘Valley of California. 


2,000 copies 


Spanish Paper 
For Union Members 


With thousands of American citi- 
zens of Mexican descent coming into 
the Union, a newspaper in the Span- 


ish language is being published at/| 


Bakersfield, Calif., with Vice-Presi- 
dent Ernesto Galarza as editor.: The 
newspaper, which is about the size of 


the Farm Labor News, is called “El 
Porvenir.” That in English means 
“The Future.” El Porvenir is sent to 
all Spanish-speaking members of the 
National Farm Labor Union as a part 
of their membership dues. So far 
a month been 
printed. The AFL Labor’s League for 
Political Education, realizing the need 
to reach Spanish-speaking workers, is 
sponsoring the publication jointly 
with the National Farm Labor Union. 


New Local in Texas 


Application has been received from 
Pecos from a group of Mexican- 
Americans engaged in farm work. 
Claud Castillo is the person sending in 
the charter application for this group. 
Arrangements are being made for an 
organizer to. visit Pecos and set up 
the Local Union. | 


Mr. Burke called upon a 


| fiel 


Midsouth 
Starts For 
50,000 Members 


‘An organizing campaign to increase 
the membership of the AFL National 
Farm Labor Union through the en- 
rollment of 50,000 cotton workers this 
year was started at a conference in 
Memphis of 100 delegates from locals 
active in the midsouthern states. The 
meeting was held at the Labor Tem- 
ple Saturday and Sunday, February 
25, 26. 


The’ delegates represented tenant 


‘farmers, sharecroppers and day la- 


borers on the cotton plantations of 
Arkansas, Mississippi, Missouri, Ala- 
bama and Tennessee. They pledged 
full support to the membership drive 
as a part of the nation-wide campaign 
of the American Federation of Labor 
to add 1,000,000 members as a centen- 
nial memorial to its founder, Samuel 
-Gompers. 


- Delegates to the Mid-South meeting 
related numerous instances in which 
tenant farmers and_ sharecroppers 
were in dire circumstances this year 
as a result of cotton crop “disasters” 
from boll weevil infestation and in- 
clement. weather. 


Many Workers Evicted 


Likewise, they declared that the 
government’s farm regulation requir- 
ing a reduction in cotton acreage al- 
lotments for 1950 had resulted in 
plantation owners evicting many 
workers from their cabins. 


Many of the cotton workers, sand. 
ing to the delegates, had been told by 
owners that there may be work in the 
Ids at wages of $1 to $2 a day, and 
if that were not acceptable, the own- 
ers would get Mexican nationals to 
take the jobs. 


The conference adopted a resolution 
demanding that federal government 
provide surplus commodities to main- 
tain the cotton workers’ families until 
a program is evolved to provide work 
at not less than 75 cents an hour. 


Among the speakers were’H. L. 
Mitchell, president of the Union; F. 
R. Betton, of St. Louis, first vice-pres- 
ident; George Stith, of Gould, Ark., 
second vice-president; J. A. Goings, 
secretary-treasurer and organizer of 
the Memphis Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil; T. O. Pittman, of the Construction 
and General Laborers’ Union; A. C. 
Churchill, director of the Mid-South 
office and member of the National 
Advisory Council’ Mr. Churchill had 
charge of arrangements. New lapel 
buttons were worn by the delegates. 


Register Now! 


Don’t forget: | 
A good citizen always votes. 
A voter must always be registered. 


Register now before it’s too late. 
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Union Fights for Relief— 
Ready When Work Begins 


By WILLIAM BECKER | 


Action for more relief for unem- 


ployed farm workers was the number 
x campaign of the National Farm 
Labor Union locals in the San Joaquin 
Valley in recent weeks. 
more of the growing membership of 
the Union became hard pressed be- 
cause there were absolutely no jobs, 
the Local Unions and County Organ- 


_izers moved to get more food; pay- 


ment for relief work in cash where 
that is not done, and 75c per hour for 


relief work instead of the 50c per hour |: 


which is what is ron now by the 
Counties. 


Union Opposes 50c Hr. Relief Wages 
The Union is opposing the 50c wage 


rate not only because it is not enough | 


to feed the families, but because it 
pulls all wage rates down. Organ- 


ized farm workers also oppose the use | 


of relief workers to do jobs which 
should pay standard craft - union 
wages. Local unions in Delano, Wasco, 
Shafter, Bakersfield and other. towns 
-have sent committees to the welfare 
authorities to present the Union pro- 
gram. 


Government Camps Go to Rack and 
- Ruin Under Growers’ Leases 
Conditions in the camps which were 

formerly government farm labor 

‘camps are very bad. A union survey 

has found that the farm workers now 


pay the managers (who are’ the | 


growers) 100 per cent more than they 
paid the government, and get worse 
housing in return, and none of the 
health and medical eo they 
_used to. have. 


Food for the Sees 
The surplus commodities which the 


relief agencies have been handing out 


are mostly dried milk, dried eggs, ap- 
ples, honey and:some potatoes. But, 
as the big union relief demonstration 
in Tulare County made clear, tons of 
potatoes were being fed to hogs while 
relief agencies could get none for peo- 
ple. The Union is demanding not only 
more of these surpluses, but flour, 
beans and butter, which are also held 
- by the U.S. Government as surplus in 
large quantities. “The people who 
harvest the food should have enough 
to eat,” is our demand. 


Union to Demand Contract for 
Potato Workers 


The Locals and the meetings of the 
Valley Organizing Council have spent 
a lot of time working out the details 
of the potato.contract the Union will 
campaign for when the potato picking 
season starts. Details of this contract 
will be reported fully in the FARM 
LABOR NEWS next month. 


Campaign to Get Every Member to 
Vote Pays Off 


The Union’s campaign to register 


every eligible farm worker in Califor- | 


nia is going along at full speed. Al- 
most every local in Kern County has 
one member who is a County Regis- 


trar, who is present at meetings and 


‘are able to visit homes where people 
come in groups to register. Dozens 
of people each day are being regis- 
tered at the Union’s Western office, 


As more and | 


tr? 
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RACE HATE CAN BLOW UP! | 


REAL WELFARE STATE | 


President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
outlined the rights to which every 
American citizen is entitled: 


“The right to a useful and re- 
munerative job in the industries or 
shops or mines of the nation. 


“The right to earn enough to pro- 
vide adequate food and clothing and 
recreation. 


“The right of every farmer to raise 
and sell his products at a return 
which will give him and his family a 
decent living. , 

“The right of every businessm 
large and small, to trade in an atmos- 
phere of freedom from unfair compe- 
tition and combination by monopolies. 

“The right of every family to a de- 
cent home. 

“The right to adequate medical care 


and the opportunity to achieve and 


enjoy good health. 
“The right to adequate protection 


from the economic fears of. old age, 
sickness, accident and unemployment. 


“The right to a good education.” 

That is the kind of welfare state in 
which labor and other liberal forces 
believe. 


424 Baker St., Bakersfield, Calif., by 
Delfina Andrada, member of the 
NFLU’s National Advisory Council, 
who has probably been the most ac- 


tive Registrar in the State of Cali- 


fornia. 


One of the reasons the Farm Labor 
Union members are registering is that 
they get a month’s dues knocked off 
when they show their registration slip 
to the Local Secretary. The primary 
elections are not long off in Califor- 
nia, sO we are going to be ready to 
elect our friends and defeat the 
enemies of farm workers. om 


150 Under-Age Children 
Picked Cotton Illegally 


About 150 children in eight Ala- 
bama counties were found picking cot- 


{ton in violation of the child-labor pro- 
visions of the Fair Labor Standards | 


Act during 1949 
season. 


Many of these and were 
returned to their classrooms as a re- 
sult of a series of investigations by 
the Labor Department’s Wage and 

our and Public Contracts Divisions. 


Action was taken by the Divisions 
following complaints to the Birming- 
ham regional office by school officials 
who had been alerted on the act’s 
child-labor requirements through the 
Division’s educational program. Three 
of the employers involved have been 
enjoined from further violations of 
this type by Federal Courts in Ala- 
bama, 


Many of the 
under the 16-year minimum were very 
young—of more than 100 who were 
under 14 years of age, half had not 
yet reached 12 years. Several were 
only 7 or 8 years of age. One cotton 
picker, age 6, was so young he was 
not employed in violation of the act! 
Since he had not reached the com- 


pulsory school age of 7, he was not le- . 


gally required to attend school. 


Long hours for these young workers 
‘were common. Some children told 
wage and hour investigators they 
worked from 7:30 in the morning until 
5:30 or 6 o’clock in the evening. 

On two-thirds of the 50 farms 
where investigations were made, all 
the children employed were white. 
Negro children only were working on 
15, and children of both races on two. 


| Less Greenbacks 


More Wethacks 


By: W. A. Swearingen 


Despite promises by those high’ in 
the Immigration and Naturalization © 
Services, that an extensive mopping 
up campaign aimed at clearing Cali- 
fornia of the thousands of illegal 
farm workers now employed in this 
state was getting underway, an ex- 
haustive check by field representatives 
of the National Farm Labor Union in 


‘| California fails to reveal anything of 


the sort. 


The Farm ‘Labbe Union’s Fresno 
County organizer charged in a hear- 
ing before the County. Board of Su- 
pervisors on February 14th that there 
were in Fresno County alone about 
8,000 such aliens then present and 
working in agriculture who are re- 
sponsible to a great degree for the 
county’s admitted 5,000 destitute and 
starving native Americah farm 
workers. 


Trying to Kid Us, 
Governor Warren? 


Politics seems to be the order of 
the day here in California, especially 
is this true in respect to the recent 
appointment by Governor Earl War- 
ren of a special commission to study 
the deplorable conditions of the un- 
employed agricultural workers of the 
state, or land of milk (powdered of 


|course) and honey. 


The Governor has also included the 
relief question in his recent 18 point 
call of the special assembly which 


convened in Sacramento on March 
6th. 


One thing is certain, the Governor 


is not forgetting (even if many of us 


do) that this is an election year. We 
strongly suspect that the Governor is 
becoming a little worried over the 
outcome of the coming election and 
that these moves by him are a belated 
attempt to convince the farm workers 
of the state that he is championing 
our cause. All of which makes us 
wonder where the Governor has been 
the last two years . 


REPUBLICANS MERGE 
WITH DIXIECRATS IN 
BATTLE ON PEPPER 


Here is further evidence of the way 
the reactionary Republican-Dixiecrat 
coalition is operating in Florida: 

The Miami Herald reports that 


| practically all persons who have 


changed their party affiliations in 
Miami have switched from Republi- 
can to Democratic. 


Previously, the Orlando Sentinel 


noted the same trend in Orange 
County. 


Reactionary Dixiecrats who are. 
backing Rep. George Smathers in his 
attempt to unseat Sen. Claude Pepper 
in ‘the Florida Democratic primary 
May 2 are getting reactionary Repub- 
licans into the 
just so they can vote for Smathers. 
The GPO, as such, doesn’t count for 
much in Florida. 


Don’t forget to seislaban and vote. 
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Sugar Beet 
Workers 


A boycott of beet thinning in Kings 
County has been called by the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union, AFL, after 
a series of meetings at which union 
members voted to refuse to thin beets 
in Kings Co. because the wage offered 
there was only $6.00 per acre. In 
1948, the last fairly large beet year, 
most beet thinners were paid $13.00 
per acre ‘in this area. 

In announcing the boycott, Farm 
Labor Union Representative, William 
_ Becker, declared that the question had 
been discussed by all the locals in the 
San Joaquin Valley and that the lo- 
cals had gone on record in support of 
the boycott of Kings Co. Becker called 
beet thinning, often called chopping, 
the hardest. job in the field and as 
' such, the one which should be among 


the best paid not the worst. The rate | 


of $6.00 per acre would mean that 
most thinners could earn only $3.00 or 
$4.00 per day, as against $4.50 
$7.00 last year. 
~The Union locals in Kings Co. are 
demanding a wage of $13.00 per acre 
or $1.15 per hour, if the growers 
choose to pay by the hour. The 
Union’s Western Director, Hank Hasi- 
war, has already asked Sec’y of Agri- 
culture, Brannan, to investigate pos- 
sible violations of the National Sugar 
Act. . In addition, the State Mediation 
Service was informed of the union ac- 
tion. Mediation officials were reported 
’ to be investigating the issue of the 
dispute. 
“Tf sugar beet growers are pro- 
tected from foreign production by the 
Sugar Act, sugar beet workers are 
certainly entitled to the American 
standard of living too,” said Becker. 


To the Farm Labor News: 
Dear Fellow Citizens: Before I say 


you are a citizen, I want to know if’ 


you have been to the polls and regis- 
tered’ to vote in the coming elections. 
So, if you cannot vote, please go now 
and register or pay your tax if you 
live where they still have to pay to 
vote. Go while it’s on your mind; a 
stitch in time saves nine. I know all 
members of the union are going to 
vote this year. Thank you all, John- 
nie Terry, Vice-President, Selma 
Local (264), Selma, Calif. 


Farm Labor News 


The Farm Labor News is pub- 
lished monthly by the National 
Farm Labor Union A.F. of L. 


Offices: Room 602 £Victor 
Bldg., 726 9th St., N. W., Wash- 
ington 1, 

Subscription rate: 50c per yr. 


All Members of National 
Farm Labor :Union are _ sub- 
scribers, payment included in 
Union dues. | 


Application for 2nd _ class 
mailing privileges pending, Post 


Office, Washington, D. C 


Fight Wage Cuts” 


President Truman Is Told Children Are 


(Hungry in South and Southwest 


_H. L. Mitchell, President of the National Farm Labor Union, A. F. of L., | 


on March 10th released a letter to President Truman urging him to take 
immediate action to save an estimated 100,000 children of farm labor families 


from dying of starvation. The text of the letter follows: | 


President Harry S. Truman 
White House 
Washington, 


Dear Mr. President: 


_QOn March 9, newspaper carried a United Press dispatch from Phoenix, 
Arizona, stating that one hundred children were found starving to death in 
a farm labor camp operated by the Arizona Farm Bureau Federation, and 
that many had been without proper food for as long as 30 days.. 

Mr. President, this is not just an isolated case of starvation among those 
people whose labor produces the food and fiber crops of our country, but is 
merely a symptom of a grave problem which extends through the south- 
western and southern states. I have no doubt that a thorough investigation 
would uncover not one hundred cases of children starving to death, but 100,- 
000 or more. There have been official reports by local authorities in the 
rich San Joaquin Valley of California of a number of children of farm workers 
dying of malnutrition this winter. 3 | | 

I receive regular reports from representative of this organization as to 
conditions prevailing among the families of farm workers throughout the 
South and the southwestern states. Recently I had a report from the Imperial 
Valley of California wherein it was found that American citizens engaged in 


4 


farm work were unemployed and many were without food for their families. 


At the same time, large scale farm operators were importing an estimated 
9,000 Mexican nationals under contract between our government and Mexico, 


and additional thousands of illegal aliens had been enticed into the United 


States by such growers to work at starvation wages. 7 

In Memphis, Tenn., on February 25, I heard over 100 representatives 
from as many communities describe the plight of their friends and neighbors 
on the cotton plantation of Arkansas, Alabama, Missouri and Tennessee. 
They asked that we. call upon the Federal Government to provide for the 
immediate distribution of surplus foods held by the government to those 
who are destitute. 7 

In view of the emergency existing among farm labor families in the 
United States, may we urge that you order the immediate distribution of 
some of the huge stocks of surplus commodities of all kinds direct to those 
who are in need, causing public announcements to be made that such foods 
are available at various distributing points. We urge that you immediately 
abrogate the International agreement with Mexico which permits the legal 
importation of Mexican nationals for farm work, and at the same time instruct 
the U. S. Employment Service to return to Mexico all such contract laborers 
in the United States. | | | 


We urge that you order the U. S. Immigration and Naturalization Serv-. 


ice to arrest and deport all illegals engaged in farm work along the U. S.— 
Mexican border, at the same time making available to the Service contingents 
of the United States army necessary to enforce such an order. 

We urge that you instruct the Secretary of Agriculture to cancel imme- 
diately all leases on government owned farm labor camps now being operated 
by private associations of farmers, such as the camp operated by the Farm 
Bureau Federation as referred to in the United Press dispatch from Phoenix. 
We further urge that you make available on an emergency basis, such funds 
as may be needed to operate these government owned farm labor camps. We 
also urge that you call upon the Congress to enact legislation authorizing the 
appropriate-agency of government to build, operate and maintain camps for 
pe ie Ba farm worker families in the United States wherever they may be 
needed. | 

We wish to point out there are about 38 such housing projects now 
owned by the Federal Government, most of them being under lease to private 
associations of growers who have permitted the properties to deteriorate. 
They have abolished all sanitary, health and medical projects formerly oper- 
ated by the government in connection with the housing for farm workers. 

In closing, I wish to point out that the persons who are guilty of exploit- 
ing farm workers and who are indirectly responsible for the deaths of 
hundreds of children, are not the average small farm owners who are good 
citizens and humane individuals. However, there is a relatively small number 
of large scale farmers operating huge factories-in-the-field, employing hun- 
dreds of workers, whose main concern is the extraction of profit from labor 
and the land, often for absentee owners of corporations. These are the ones 
benefitting by mass starvation while the rest of the country revolts in horror 
at the idea of one hundred little children starving to death. ) 

Signed H. L. MITCHELL, 
President. . 


Bureau Should 
Happy After Asking 


Good Education in South 
Benefits Other Regions 


said. 


A man, or a group of men, Is 
judged by what he, or it, has done or 


The: American Farm Bureau Fed- 
eration, which is fighting the Bran- 
nan plan to reduce food prices and 
give farmers the equivalent of a mini- 
mum wage, advised the Department 
of Agriculture last year: — 


“We recommend a 1949 program 
for potatoes at 60 per cent of parity 
and without acreage allotments.” . 
Well, that’s what the Bureau—and, 
unfortunately, the rest of the country 


}—got. We hope the Bureau is happy. 


Certainly nobody else is. 


| “Tt is to the interest of the north- 


ern and midwestern states that the 


| quality of education in the South be 


raised because a very large proportion 
of the children of those states come 
north when they grow up. 


“We cannot train our future citi- 
zens merely by training those children 
who live in our particular states.”— 
Senator Paul H. Douglas»(D., IIl1.). 


New Jersey — Registration opens 
April 19. Registration is permanent 
for a person who voted in two general 
elections in the past four years. 


Federal Help 
Sought By Farm 
Labor Union 


A demand that the government pro- 
vide surplus commodities in sufficient 
quantities to maintain their families 
until they can obtain work at wages 
of not less than 75 cents an hour was 
voiced by members of the National 
Farm Labor Union (A.F.L.) at its 
meeting in Memphis recently. 

The demand was made at a South- 
ern Organizing Conference at the 
Labor Temple, at which plans were 
mapped by the union to obtain 50,000 
members in the Mid-South this year. 
H. L.’ Mitchell, union president, pre- 
sided. 


The demand for commodities was 
coupled with another .that local, state 
and Federal employment services 
place union members on farm and 
food-processing jobs which become 
open this year. 


The union also called upon the gov- 
ernment to stop importing foreign na- 
tionals for agricultural work, and 
blamed the American Farm Bureau 
Federation for the present plight of 
small farmers, tenants, sharecroppers 


and farm day laborers. 7 


A resolution charged the Farm Bu- 
reau was responsible for the reduction 
in cotton acreage, and said the organ- 
ization “haS a record of opposing fair 
wages for farm and industrial work- 
ers and other legislation beneficial to 


the common man.” 


Union President to Tell Senators 
Of Need for Social Security 

H. L. Mitchell, President of the Na- 
tional Farm Labor Union, is scheduled 
to appear before the U.S. Senate 
Finance Committee on March 23rd, to 
make a plea for the inclusion of farm 
workers and small farm operators 
under the Social Security Act now 
being considered. 

The Senate Committee has heard 


representatives of the Farm Bureau, — 


National Grange and the Farmers 
Union urge inclusion of farm workers 
under the law. The American Fed- 
eration of Labor has made a strong 
plea for social security for farm peo- 
ple. President Green told the Sena- 
tors last month that we should be in- 
cluded.» 


HORSE SENSE 


A motorist noticed that a farmer 
was having trouble with his horse. It 
would start, go slowly for a while, 
and then stop again. Then the farmer 
would have great trouble getting the 
horse started once more. Finally, the 
motorist stopped and asked, “Is your 
horse sick?” 

“No,” said the disgusted farmer. 
“He’s not sick.” 

“Is he balky?” asked the motorist. 

“Nope,” he’s not balky.” 

“Then what’s the matter with him?” 
asked the motorist. | | 

“Well, stranger,” said the disgusted 
farmer, “he’s so afraid I’ll say whoa 
and he won’t hear me that he stops: 


every once in-a while to listen.” 
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New Jersey Dairy 
Dairymen 
Union Charter 


H. L.. Mitchell, President of the 
National Farm Labor Union presented 
a charter to the New Jersey Dairy 
Farmers Local 277 at Newton N. J. on 
March 6. Over two hundred members 
hed been signed and paid their initia- 


tion fee when the charter was issued. 


Since all of the members were not 
present when the charter was pre- 
sented, it was decided to elect only 
temporary officers to serve until a full 
membership. meeting could be held 
in the month. Charles 
Barbay was elected president;. Francis 
Lockburner was named Vice-Presi- 
dent; and Frank Dunker Jr. was 
elected Secretary-treasurer. President 
Barbay then appointed a committee to 
prepare by-laws for the Local Union 


and Walter Behrman, Henry Hoffman 
and John Fee were appointed on this 
committee. 
of Newton was named as legal repre- 
sentative for the group. 


Members of the new local reported 
that the ace organizer for the group 
was Walter Behrman, an independent 
dairy farmer who signed up members 
and collected initiation fees from a 
‘total of 19 men in one day. Others 
reported activity in signing up new 
members almost as good as Behrman. 
President Mitchell told them if they 


later on 


could do as well in any other field, 


he would like to hire all the charter 
members as organizers. All of them 
operate their own farms and none ac- 
cepted the offer of jobs as organizers. 


Among the matters discussed was a 
plan to secure co-operation of the 


Milk Drivers and Dairy Employees ! 


Local 280 an affiliate of The Brother- 
hood of Teamsters in Newark and 
worked out projects for putting the 
Union label on all milk produced and 
delivered by AFL Union memes in 
the North Jersey area. 


dairymen in the new local 
are former members of a. state- 
wide producers association, 
which collected dues of 3c per 100 
pounds on all milk each farmer pro- 
duced. Some of the farmers reported 
that they paid dues to the: association 
totaling $30 to $40 per month. 


The leaders of the milk producers 
association had previously beaten 
down an attempt by the members to 
- swing the entire association to the 

National Farm Labor Union. Start- 
ing out anew with a good clean 


organization, the members of the New | 


Jersey Dairy Farmers Local 277, be- 
lieves that in time they will succeed 
in organizing the 4,800 dairymen in 
New Jersey and perhaps pick up some 
in Pennsylvania and other nearby 
states selling in the New Jersey 
market. 


Attorney Peter Friedman 


Washington 
Farmers Get 


Good Prices 


Government figures show that milk 
prices in Washington are higher than 
the average for American cities, al- 
though it is in the midst of a highly 
productive milk area. , 

Most of the benefit of the higher 
prices goes to the dairy farmers, 
reports just released indicate. 


Farmers in this milkshed have been 
getting $6.44 a hundred pounds for 
their fluid milk since last August, 
compared with an average of $4.35 


the ‘Nation’s chief markets. (The Bu- 
reau of Agricultural Economics fig- 


producers get $6.44 per 100 pounds 
for milk of 4 per cen butterfat; the 
average for the country is $4 for milk 
of 3% per cent butterfat.) 


In only four cities are farmers paid 
a higher price for, their fluid milk 
than in the Washington area. These 


ces. The cost of transportation more 
{than makes up the difference. ' These 
are Miami, $7.21; El Paso, $6.50; 
Galveston and Houston, $6.80 each. 
Both Jacksonville and Savannah pay 
more, but both require higher testing 
milk, which more than makes up the 
difference. 


On the other hand, cities with near- 
by milksheds like Washington, pay 
far less. 
76; Baltimore $6; Boston $5.51; 
Detroit $4.20, and so forth. | 


The real milk price in Washington 
is three-quarters of a cent to 1% 
cents a quart above the average for 
the Nation’s largest 25 cities. 


The home-delivered price here of 
21% cents a quart is exceeded in 17 
of the country’s 125 leading markets. 
They are Miami, 26 cents; Jackson- 
ville, 25; Savannah, 24, Birmingham, 
Atlanta, Mobile, New Orleans, El 
Paso and Houston, 23 cents; Newark, 
Plainfield, Buffalo, Rochester, Dur- 
ham, Winston-Salem, Greenville, S. C., 
and Richmond, 22 cents. 


The trend of milk prices has been 
downward recently, BAE reported. 
A drop in prices usually comes in this 
season. 


The average retail price for milk, 
BAE said, delivered to homes in 24 
cities early in February was 20 cents 
a quart. In Washington the price 
ranged, the same report said, from 
20 to 21% cents a quart. Most: daiyies 
charge the latter figure. 

Baltimore prices went down 1 cent 
a quart on February 13. Detroit 
dropped % cent a quart. The mini- 
mum retail price in Pittsburgh drop- 
‘ped 2 cents a quart in February 16, 
and farm prices were reduced in sev- 
eral areas, | -ineluding Philadelphia, 
Erie, Pa., ete. 


for the same grade of milk in 125 of; GET LESS 


ures show the Maryland-Virginia milk. 


are all distant from their milk sour- 


Such cities are Chicago $3.- | 


More TVA’s Needed 


The great success of the Tennessee 
Valley Authority is illustrated by a 
few figures. In the past 10 years 
more than 3,000,000 people in the area 
served by the TVA have ‘raised their 
income level 75 per cent compared 
with an increase of 56 per cent for the 
rest of the U.S.A. 


Before the TVA generators were 
supplying electricity, the rate charged 
by the private companies in the area 
averaged 7 cents per kilwatt-hour. - 


Now the rate averages only 1.54 
cents per kilowatt-hour. These figures 
were supplied by the Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor by the Director of the 
TVA, former Senator James P. Pope. 


WHY, THE DAIRYMEN 


Milk consumption all over the na- 
tion -has continued to drop since ‘the 
end of the war. All parts of the coun- 
try have milk “surpluses” at this sea- 
son of the year. The Boston market 
has a 40 per cent surplus now, when 
it is usually short. 


Consumers aren’t drinking milk, 
cause the retail price is too high for 


etbooks. Some low income families 
with many children are now paying as 
much for milk as they do for rent. 
Five quarts a day is about $30 per 
month. 

High retail prices‘ with low con- 
sumption throws more milk into Grade 
B use, which lowers the farmers’ re- 
turn. 


More Louisiana 
Dairymen Organize 


A new local, composed of dairymen, 
has been set. up in Louisiana. It ts 
known as Dairy Farmers Union, Local 
278, which was chartered on March 1. 
James W. Seal is President; Vernon 
Adams, Vice-President, and Mrs. El- 
mer Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer. Na- 
tional Organizer I. Lee Parker set up 
‘the local and he was assisted by E. C. 
Mitchell, Special Representative. 


Farm Products Get 
Half of Expenditures 


‘How important is agriculture to 
America’s economy? | 

Assistant Secretary of 
Knox T. Hutchinson points out that: 

“Our farms supply the basic raw 
materials for industries that produce 
one-third of all our manufactured 
products. | 

“Roughly half the money the 
American people spend for commodi- 
ties and services goes for products 
that originate on farms. 


working persons in the United States 
or in handling and selling agricultural 


products—or in producing and selling 
goods and services to farm people.’ 


an increasing number of family pock- 


“And approximately two out of five 


are employed either in agriculture—. 


4 


Be Union Unit 
Farm Croup To 


New York North Country 
Farmers Vote to Affiliate 


The members of the North Country 
Farmers Association, headed by La- 
Verne M. Allen, Camp Mills, have 
voted unanimously to become affiliated 
as a county local with the National 
Farm Labor Union. | 


President Allen said today that the 


action of the membership came after 
the move of affiliating with the A. F. 


of L. was recommended unanimously 


by the county committee of the asso- 


ciation. 


The new farm union charter is ex- 


pected in a few weeks when an organ- — 
ization meeting will be called. The 


farm group will henceforth be known 
as the Jefferson county Milk Pro- 
ducers, A. F. of L. The Local number 
will be assigned with the charter, 


‘according to Mr. Allen, 


Officers of the new A. F. of L. farm 
union will be elected at the charter 
meeting. - 


Representing the A. F. of L. dees 


the negotiations for affiliation was L. 
M. Gregory, Ellenburg Center, a Clin- 
ton county farmer who operates” 


dairy farm of 403 acres. 


The Jefferson’ farm union is now 


one of twelve locals in operations in 


New York state. It is the plan of | 


A. F. of L. farm union officials to 
push organization throughout the en- 
tire New York milkshed. 

The Union already has locals or- 
ganized in Franklin and Clinton coun- 


_|ties, Mr. Gregory asserted. He said 


that eight or nine new farm groups 
are expected to be affiliated before 
April 1. | 

Dues for members. of ie farm 
union are 90 cents per month mini- 
mum and $2 a month maximum. 


FARM BUREAU 


FARMS FARMERS: 


“The Farm Bureau Federation is | 


open to membership for bankers and 
businessmen and professional men as 
well as farmers and it appears that 
perhaps two bankers or businessmen 
grow in the Farm Bureau for every 
dirt farmer... . 


“When you hear that the Farm Bu- 
reau Federation takes some action de- 
structive to labor and hostile to the 
people in general do not blame the 


dirt farmers, for this Farm Bureau is 


a nestling place for those who farm 
the farmers.”’. 


California—New voters and those 
who failed to vote in 1948 must reg- 
ister before April 28 to participate in 
primary elections. Registration is 


permanent if a person votes at least 
once every two years. 
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